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The emergence of the Green Economy or the hijacking of the economy by the ecosystem?
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Stascs and numbers presented at the conclusion of the 21st Conference of the Pares to the United
Naons Framework Convenon on Climate Change (COP 21) in Paris have stunned many inhabitants of
this vulnerable planet. Compared to the content of the 1987 Montreal Protocol, agreed and accepted
by governments, the average global temperature has nearly reached the red line. However, what has
grabbed the aenon of reporters, journalists and NGO environmental acvists and garnered serious
cricism is that carbon dioxide (CO2 - the main gas that produces the Greenhouse eﬀect, which results in
an increase in the average temperature) is produced by a speciﬁc and limited number of companies and
internaonal organisaons. The main queson then remains: who are the beneﬁciaries of these companies
and organisaons who cannot be stopped from harming the life of future generaons, and how is it that
the proﬁts of this minority outweighs the life and health beneﬁts of millions of human beings and billions of
other creatures on the planet?
In response it is my aim to place the research budgets of developed countries next to oﬃcial stascs
released by UNEP, to easily analyse how to encourage investment in new forms of energy which is currently
moving ahead at a slow pace and in a limited number of countries only. According to these stascs, unl
2012, the average electricity produced from solar energy throughout the enre globe amounts to 100 billion
KW, 80 billion KW of which were produced in Europe.1 This demonstrates the fact that poor countries in
Africa, despite their great potenal, due to a lack of ﬁnancial resources, or those with fossil energy sources,
have not yet entered this important area of acvity. There is one signiﬁcant diﬀerence: these countries, such
as Middle Eastern countries, produce more CO2 than the enre African connent2, so ulmately it is these
under-developed countries that are more environmentally friendly and are living within their resources.
However, the sharp contrast between suﬃcient investment and economic poverty results in discriminaon in
the right to access global resources, one that deepens greatly when considering access to drinking water and
food. In 2013 UNDP announced that there is a signiﬁcant relaonship between under-developed countries
and lack of access to drinking water.3 Accordingly, with regard to the issue of access and preservaon of
resources on the one hand, and the more advanced challenge of desalinaon and eﬃcient methods of water
storage on the other, it is money and investment that plays a fundamental role.
In addion to access to resources and investment in energy, water and food, which in certain respects
account for the main aspects of advancement and investment in sustainable development, as well as
sustainable growth, there is another important aspect that relates directly to economic interests. Large
and small deals involving natural resources, on land, deforestaon and cung down trees, construcon,
exploring mines, changes in land use for pasture or urbanisaon, exterminaon of animals for use of their
body parts for meat, or exploing sea waters, over-ﬁshing, construcon on land reclaimed from the sea,
desalinaon, water polluon and poisoning as a result of garbage and sewage – these are all by-products of
the industrial gains and investments by major companies dealing in energy, oil and gas.
However, the important issue remains that, contrary to appearances, most major industries are increasingly
losing workers. As a result of climate change and deserﬁcaon, more and more are losing their jobs, land
and security, facing marginalisaon and displacement. In eﬀect, an increase in the number of people living
adjacent to overly populated cies, the unproporonate growth of super cies around the globe without
the necessary provisions for green space, or challenges such as the lack of access to water and sewerage,
or city planning without proper provision for ﬂoods or earthquakes, or planning for the infrastructural
investment essenal for the environment in an urban seng are among various forms of damage caused by
such paerns of urban development.
With regard to access to food, there is much to include. However, it may suﬃce to highlight stascs
published by the Food and Agriculture Organisaon (FAO) at the 2015 Milan Expo4 (the largest economic
expo and plaorm for presentaon of products according to themes chosen at the global level), which
indicated that, despite a daily increase in the price of food and agricultural wages, farm workers (parcularly
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in Far Eastern countries which are experiencing rapid demand growth) are using chemical ferlisers and
pescides and genec modiﬁcaon to sasfy increasing demands by land owners and food producon
factories. At this expo, focused on the theme of ‘Feeding the planet, energy for life’, it was announced that
70% of children who lose their lives each year as a result of malnutrion are below the age of 5. There may
then be a cycle that involves environmental resources and capital invested in this process that increases
economic discriminaon and environmental monopolisaon.
What we are witnessing at the global level is what we see repeated within Iran’s borders each day.
The budget allocated to the environment for 2015 increased a mere 4% compared to the year before.5
Meanwhile, the water shortage crisis and the decrease in the level of underground water resources in Iran
are resulng in serious and irreparable damage compared to the insigniﬁcant budget allocated.
The building of dams connues to beneﬁt a few. In addion, the ﬂow of wastewater from petrochemical
factories into the Persian Gulf and its surrounding wetlands without legal invesgaon or ﬁnancial
ramiﬁcaons connues unchecked. The push to take over land in forests, under rivers or over mountains
and seas in order to carry out construcon projects for business complexes, hotels and shopping malls has
reached such levels that the Supreme Leader Khamenei had to present his ﬂawed environmental order
as a circular among the three forces and governmental oﬃces.6 On the other hand, at the same me as
all the challenges caused by mismanagement on the part of the parliament, he determined rules for the
new ministers of energy and agriculture that safeguarded proﬁts for the same few. These include the laws,
currently under review, pertaining to land ownership rights, which allows the issuing of permits to ﬁgures
associated with the regime taking over land or natural resources, and endorses a form of speculaon.
Oen behind environmental damage at such signiﬁcant levels, lie the interests of groups who focus on their
short-term gains by weakening the most fundamental rights of cizens and people, and ignoring the living
condions of an enre country, keeping to the lowest rules on the management of natural resources and
energy, irrespecve of the impact on the life and health of future generaons. Examples include the case of
Iran’s automove industry, the acons of which resulted in empty and dry dams that connue to cost several
billion rials in repair and maintenance.
There are other projects that may never happen, or through the hard work of informed environmental
acvists may never come to fruion, but do carry great proﬁt for their investors who oen lack knowledge or
a social conscience. These include dubious water projects from the north to the south, nominally covering a
wide range of river and wetland areas.
There is another side to this account and that is economic gains from development that are in line with the
environment and nature. Investors in cars, houses or home equipment that are environmentally friendly,
or food industries, farming and tourism that is in line with the local ecosystem and planned in accordance
with local condions can lead to a new world of proﬁts for investors—proﬁts that may be reached in the
long-term but which will also be more long-lasng. Investment in educaon and training is one of the
fundamentals of reaching environmental sustainability. The path essenal for survival in the future is
necessarily built on respect, cooperaon and coexistence with global and naonal ecosystems and nature.
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